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Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to introduce the Cost of Police 
Misconduct Act. This legislation 
strives to increase transparency and 
accountability, saving taxpayer dollars 
and potentially lives by requiring Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement 
agencies to report police misconduct 
allegations and related judgments or 
settlements to the Department of Jus-
tice. 

Last year, the horrific murders of 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and 
Ahmaud Arbery made it clear that sys-
temic reform in policing is needed now 
more than ever. On top of having to 
bear the loss of friends and loved ones, 
these very communities who suffer 
from this misconduct have to foot its 
bill, yet they are often in the dark on 
the full size of that bill. Citizens de-
serve to know what they are paying for 
unjust policing practices. 

In the last 10 years, 31 of 50 cities in 
the Nation with the highest police-to- 
civilian ratio spent more than $3 bil-
lion to settle police misconduct law-
suits. These large judgments and set-
tlements paid by State and local gov-
ernments are typically paid from li-
ability insurance, from a general or 
dedicated municipal fund, or from 
issuing bonds. In particular, municipal 
bonds have become increasingly more 
commonplace to cover the cost of large 
judgments and settlements that exceed 
insurer liability coverage or the capac-
ity of dedicated municipal funds. This 
often results in passing costs to tax-
payers, who must pay nearly double 
the cost of the judgment or settlement 
because the city or county must pay 
fees to financial institutions and inter-
est to investors. This is unacceptable. 

Specifically, the Cost of Police Mis-
conduct Act seeks to remedy this cost-
ly and pervasive issue by ensuring the 
Department of Justice maintains a 
comprehensive public database of mis-
conduct data and trends that have gone 
largely unreported by Federal, State, 
and local law enforcement agencies. 
Furthermore, this legislation makes 
certain important data—such as the 
type of alleged misconduct, the total 
amount of the settlement, and the 
source of funds used to cover the cost 
of any one judgment or settlement—is 
properly preserved in an easily acces-
sible manner. Additionally, this legis-
lation directs the Government Ac-
countability Office to conduct a study 
of the information reported to deter-
mine the leading cause of judgments 
and settlements related to allegations 
of misconduct and what interventions 
are necessary to prevent them. 

Police misconduct takes lives, erodes 
trust, and sparks fear. I am hopeful the 
Senate will act upon my legislation 
this year to shine a light on the price 
of police misconduct, ending the se-
crecy and hopefully spurring agencies 
to put a stop to it. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 86—RECOM-
MITTING THE UNITED STATES 
TO THE PROMOTION OF DIS-
ABILITY RIGHTS AND TO THE 
VALUES ENSHRINED IN THE 
PROLOGUE ROOM OF THE 
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 
MEMORIAL IN THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, AND RECOGNIZING 
THE ENDURING CONTRIBUTIONS 
THAT INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES HAVE MADE 
THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
ROLE OF THE DISABILITY COM-
MUNITY IN THE ONGOING 
STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS IN 
THE UNITED STATES, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources: 

S. RES. 86 

Whereas the Prologue Room of the Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt Memorial (referred to 
in this preamble as the ‘‘Memorial’’), which 
prominently displays a statue, sculpted by 
Robert Graham, of the 32nd President of the 
United States in a wheelchair, was dedicated 
on January 10, 2001, by President Bill Clin-
ton; 

Whereas the dedication of the Prologue 
Room, a critically important addition to the 
Memorial because of its historically accu-
rate depiction of the disability of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, occurred 4 years 
after the initial dedication of the Memorial; 

Whereas the dedication of the Prologue 
Room was the culmination of a 6-year cam-
paign led by the disability community to en-
sure that future generations knew that 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt led the 
United States during the Great Depression 
and World War II while using a wheelchair; 

Whereas President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt became paralyzed at the age of 39, be-
came a wheelchair user, and never took an-
other step unassisted after acquiring his dis-
ability; 

Whereas, at the dedication ceremony for 
the Prologue Room in 2001, President Bill 
Clinton said, ‘‘This is a monument to free-
dom . . . . The power of the statue is in its 
immediacy, and in its reminder to all who 
touch, all who see, all who walk or wheel 
around, that they, too, are free, but every 
person must claim freedom’’; 

Whereas individuals with disabilities have 
always been integral to the civil rights 
movement in the United States, and the on-
going fight of the disability community for 
equal rights and opportunities in the United 
States continues as individuals throughout 
the United States strive to build ‘‘a more 
perfect Union’’; 

Whereas the campaign to create the Pro-
logue Room with a statue of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt in a wheelchair 
was led by Michael R. Deland, then-Chair-
man of the National Organization on Dis-
ability, Alan A. Reich, founder and then- 
President of the National Organization on 
Disability, and James Dickson, who directed 
the grassroots campaign for the addition of 
the wheelchair statue; 

Whereas former Presidents Gerald Ford, 
Jimmy Carter, and George H.W. Bush sent 
letters of support for the addition of the dis-
ability representation at the Memorial; 

Whereas 16 grandchildren of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt issued a letter on 
April 8, 1997, stating, ‘‘The public’s interest 
is in learning about those dramatically chal-
lenging times and about the courage, 
strength and determination of the man who 
led the country and the world in overcoming 
great odds, and in becoming the single great-
est example for democracy, freedom, and en-
terprise in the history of the world. It would 
be a disservice to history and the public’s in-
terest if the impact of polio on the man were 
to be hidden. The goal of the FDR Memorial 
must be to enable future generations to un-
derstand the whole man and the events and 
experiences that helped to shape his char-
acter.’’; 

Whereas, as of the date of adoption of this 
resolution, the Memorial is impacted by de-
ferred maintenance and accessibility issues; 

Whereas the Great American Outdoors Act 
(Public Law 116–152; 134 Stat. 682) was signed 
into law on August 4, 2020, to address the de-
ferred maintenance at National Park Service 
sites, including the Memorial; 

Whereas the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.) states that no qualified in-
dividual with a disability shall, solely by 
reason of disability, ‘‘be excluded from the 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal finan-
cial assistance’’; 

Whereas the primarily artistic braille 
renderings at the Memorial are inaccessible 
to blind and low-vision visitors, the very in-
dividuals that braille is intended to serve; 

Whereas accessible signs and placards for 
blind and low-vision visitors— 

(1) are not a permanent feature incor-
porated into the Memorial; and 

(2) do not sufficiently bridge the accessi-
bility gap; and 

Whereas providing a library of expanded 
accessible materials to support the edu-
cational experience of all visitors, both phys-
ically at the Memorial site and virtually, 
would work to enhance the legacy of Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s disability 
and the community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on the United States to recommit 

itself to the promotion of disability rights 
and to the values enshrined in the Prologue 
Room at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Me-
morial (referred to in this resolution as the 
‘‘Memorial’’), at home and abroad, on the oc-
casion of the 20th anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the Prologue Room; 

(2) recognizes the important work of the 
disability community, and the historic cam-
paign championed by that community, that 
led to the expansion of the Memorial to in-
clude a statue that clearly and visibly de-
picts President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 
a wheelchair; and 

(3) calls on the National Park Service and 
the National Park Foundation, a congres-
sionally chartered nonprofit organization— 

(A) to continue to increase access to the 
Memorial for individuals with disabilities, as 
required by law, including through the in-
stallation of tactile braille on signs and plac-
ards as specified in the document of the Na-
tional Library Service for the Blind and 
Print Disabled of the Library of Congress en-
titled ‘‘Specification 800:2014 Braille Book 
and Pamphlets’’ and dated October 2014; and 

(B) to support the development of acces-
sible educational materials to ensure aware-
ness is raised about the history of the Memo-
rial and disability rights. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
have 4 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 2, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-

thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, 
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 2, 
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 5 and H.R. 1319 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are two bills at the 
desk, and I ask for their first reading 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5) to prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sex, gender identity, and sex-
ual orientation, and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 1319) to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to title II of S. Con. Res. 5. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-

sions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will receive 
their second reading on the next legis-
lative day. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 7:09 P.M. 
TODAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to adjourn until 7:09 p.m. today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
There being no objection, the Senate, 

at 7:07 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
March 2, 2021, at 7:09 p.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 2, 2021: 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

GINA MARIE RAIMONDO, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

CECILIA ELENA ROUSE, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE CHAIR-
MAN OF THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS 
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CORRECTION
Text Box
CORRECTION

March 2, 2021 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S996
On page S996, March 2, 2021, third column, the following appears: There being no objection, the Senate, at 7:07 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, March 2, 2019, at 7:09 p.m. The online Record has been corrected to read: There being no objection, the Senate, at 7:07 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at 7:09 p.m.
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